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ANSWER. 
To Mr. Sephenss Sermon, &c. || 


MO NG allthe various kinds of Seditious People, #1 
that from time to time have Plagn'd our Engli + 
þ Nation, there have been-none ſo dreacfully Per. Ft 


nicious and Troubleſome ro the Peage of Englaud, as |} c 
our Government Menders, who always find ſomerking that *] it 

+ they think ought to Altered, Amended, or Aboliſhed, Þ c: 
* andare ſo fondoftheirown Enthufiaſtick Notions, which 4 4 
rather proceed from Over-beated. Brains, than Solid Jadg- | 
ments, that they can neicher be at quie: themſelves, nor 
ſuffer any Societies of Men to be fo, that will but hearken - 
whilſt they are communicating their own fanſiful Dcluf= $4 
ons, and Whims that have no other Defigo than to diſtrat Þc 
the Body Politick. "Theſe Praftices have been former'y. JB, 

- Arraign'd, as the Crimes of particular Laymen. that Cou iÞw. 
rted Preferment by ſetting up themſelves as profeſt En:mi 4Jof 

es toevery Adminiftration ; but now to find this Courſe JC 
purſued by a Man that has the Repucatioz of Learning, | Jin 

a Batchelor in Divinity, and Heneficed in the Church of | Fra 
England, is ſo Abominable and Amcaying, that'tis enough toilfh 


wn 


ſtartle Men of Temper and prudence, to think the Chu. 
rch ſhould harbour ſuch a Yiper in its Boſom, as is'gnawing Ci 
his way troa Name, by Methods dirc&ly oppolate to his Shs 
+ own Oathsof Flelity, Canonical Obedience, and the purity of 'Fnc 
the Churches Dottring which unhappily cage to paſsafter IP 
! this manner. Mr. Stephens Þ-. 
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$, Mr. St:phens being ambitious of geting'a Naggeamon 
a Party that never Yiſh'd wel = che Nemarchy, or he 
/ Churco-of Englang, knowing the Hinourable and Loyal Houle 
F of Commons did Annually m St. Margaret's Church in 
4 Weſtminſter, on the 3ah of 7anuary, to bewail a Crime 
4 fo dereſteq þy Cod and Man, as the Murder of a King 
*''Þ 1s, he procured the Fayour of Preaching before that Ho- 
4: 2onrable Aſſembly on that Solemn Day ot Humiliation, in 
C. || Which fo biack'a Crime was committed, which had ir 
| not long ſince been publickly appointed by the Voice of 
+ the bye Nation, that we, and our Poſtericies after us, 
Ye, o fhonld Yearly bewail the Guilty Memory of it, it would 
liſh 4 .have remain'd an Indelible Diſerace tothe preſent Age, and 
cr- '# to the whole Engliſh Name, and yer the reaſon, as 'tis 
, Credibly reported, why he covered the Honour of Preach- 
hat {] ing before this Ar2uſt Aſſembly on that occaſion, was, Be- 
ed, Þ| ceuſe he thcught kimſelf able, to give that Wife and 1lluſtrious 
ich | Salary, ſuſtcient Reaſons for for the Non-obſervance of it any 
F ©0Nger. 
A Bold, Saiicy, and Daring undertaking, ro Preach a- 
ken | gainſt a Law in force, before our Legiſlators ;, as if they 
uſj- $&new nor what was fit to be Retained or Aboliſhed, with 
rat Four t1c DireQions of a Pragmatical Preacher, that like'a 
er'y- JBlind, and Bewildred Traveller. ſeems co have loſt his 
_ou iFway ; a:d whilſt he affetted to Difate ſo magiſterially out 
2:mi 4Jof che Common Road and Dity of a Preacher, he fell ina 
urſe '[Complication' of Abſardiries : Each of which was a moſt 
ing, | inrolerable Blunder in his Policicks; and. may chance 
c> of | Fraiſe a Storm upon him, that all che Friends he has wilt 


'* 


h tol:Jnever be able to pacify. - * ; | 
Chu Ofall men living, mr..St7phens, conſidering his own 
ing WC had th eaſon in the -World 
ving WCrrcumſtances, had the greateſt realon 1n the World ty 
> lis Shave worn out hjs Days in the greateſt Obſcurity , and it 


ity of 'Fnor only accuſes his own Diſcretion, but the Commort 
alter {Prudewee of all iis Adviſers, to revive the Memory of 
fhens * L A his 
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his former (and almoſt buried) Crimes, by ſetting him up. - 
in ſuch a, Celebrated Audicory, which would carry theſ*u 
Diſcourſe of them into all che Coyntries and Corporati. Y! 
- ons of England, had he behaved himſelf never fo cauti- | MI 
- ouſly irrthe Palpit : And what then might he reaſonable$®2* 
expct, when he reſolved to Affront the Lawfs, and run hi 
counter to the Sentiments of the whole * Kingdom; burf8'"! 
that his Abominable and not to be named Crimes, with which| Mis 
he was accuſed by bis Schol.ar's, when be was School- Maſter of 9? 
Briſtol, and ſor wbich be run away from the City for fear off" 
being Preſecuted, ſhould be revived to his Ecernal Infamy,Þ/" 
and Hatred of all Mankind. Which if his Adviſers had} ©" 
conſidered, they would never have caſt ſuch an Oviumup:] >< 
on their Tenn:ts and Politicks, as to have publill*d them} © 
by a Man of Mr. Stephens's CharaQter. , tho 
However, up he comes with his Uſual Confidence into] 297 
St. Margaret's Palpit, and having named his lexe out] PvE 
of Titas the 3d, Verſethe 1ſt, Put them in mind to be ſub4 1 
jeft to Principalities and Powers, 10 okey Magillrates, and wÞ% 
be realy to every Good Wirk : Which Text in its-genuineþ VP* 
Interpretation imports noting elſe,vut that all Chriſtian, , * 
ſhould Peaceablv fubmir themſeives to the Government} 
under which they live: Yet he thatalwayshad the //lu:F 
ro ſpy more in a Text than all the reſt of his BreathreJ® 
indeavoured to prove (tho' with very ill fnccels) the Dos 
rin of Difeberlience ta Princes, from the ſarae Text that 
Preaches np Obedience to Authority, as the {ndifpen {!/o 
Dury of every Chriſ!an. ſelyc 
| do not fay he urg'd Refiſtance in Expreſs Word: fot hav 
there wasavein of Croſty and Ambiguous Serice and ExpreſQ$®rue 
ſton, that rm through th:e whole ermong, which might$8* © 
have fired theMourh of aXnox.or a Mariana but il! b:22mght 17 
one that would be rhoughra Miniſter of Zeſus Chriſt,-nd' fat r 
irue Son of the Church of Entlend. He has indeed a pecul or 


"Yar Knack at wounding with $ly, Oblique, and Paltry2F< 
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"© Preach 4 before the Houſe of Commons, Jan. 30. 5 
pers Cuageſtions; at Stabbing and Jgoking anccher way. as 
ati. Yif he. were wholly, Innocent Unconcern'd, which 
uri. 4 Might paſs ar a Tables end over 4 Bottle amor) his Cro- 
able$nis of the FaCtion bur he was mightily miſtaken, [9 
rug{<hink he could Top upon a whole Parilament, or ſo dif- 
buetginle his Notions, that they- could not apprehend that 
b;zz| tis Raking up the. pretended faults of Afilted Majeſty, 
r of Was a Baſe and Cowardly Aﬀaule, ſomewhat more than 
ar of{Barbarous and Inhumane and his Leveling the S1preme 
my Authority below its juſt Rights,wes bat a trick to uſher in 
hadh Conferior, or which is wore, . beget a miſunderſtrnding 
up: berwcen the Riyal Head and Loyal Members, as if they. 
1em| Would incroach upon the Sovereignty, and theret 
thoſe great Men put tuch a Slight apon this Confilent Pre 
varicator, as would haye broken any Engliſh Man's Hearr, 
but *'r. S:ephengs, or at Jaſt have made him follow his 
ſubs -Briſtol Brother in [niquiry Emanuel Heath, into, Jamaica, 
*d &h9 both fled form briſtol almoſt at the fame time, and, 
aine$vp3r the very fame accaſion, 
lc cannot be imagined I ſhould anſwer every Heterodox 
1ci;e4 Notion in his Sermon ; I thall therefore only reflec upon 
'/y-$che main Deſign, and be indebred ro him for the reſt, 
re) JULL be Prints his Sermon. 
Dol} . His Flurting ar the DoQive of Paſſve Obedience, was _ 
{.at| only putting Swords into the Hands of Madmen, who 
 [: know on other uſe of ir, bur either to deſtroy theme 
"Iſelves, or the Peace of. the Kingdom , for no Man can 
bave any honeſt Deſign that Preaches againſt ir. Tis 
orcf true, 'the Words were abuſed in the lateReign, and js ar 
; 110211 times when employ'd to. countenance an-7nſupportaþle 
* 7 1ranay, and that has made che Words generaliy dif aſt- 
nd Jl ro Engliſh Men fince che Revolntion ; which all Anti= 
onarchifts b-ing fenſible of, when they bave a mind 10 .. 
nvcigh againſt Obedience to Authority, 'tis bue Tacking the © * 
Vord Paſfeve to Obedience, _ their Work js d ne; For 
, 7 2 | it 
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x%._ An Anſwer ro My. Stephens's Sermon, 


it- creates an Ayerſion inggpthinking People, who cannot 
diſtinguiſh between rhe We and the Abuſe of things; and 
becauſe 'twas once appled to Il Purpoſes, run away with. 
that miſtaken ad infenitem, and think the Men that in- 
veigh againſt Paſſrve Obedience, are the onlv Aﬀerters of 
erue Engliſh Liberty : Which 1s a grand miſtake, and in- 


ſtead of lulling Men aſlcep in an Error, fo} pernicious | 


rothe Peace of rhe Kingdom, ought ro Al'arm this Stupid 


Humour into a ſenſe of Danggr, or the Folly will be asf 


unaccountable, as the Miſchicf will be inſuportable, if 


ever this Seditious Hot-beaded Crew of Republicans, be f 
; once more (uffered to haverhe Steerage ofPublicx Aﬀairs;]*- 


who are a Proud and Ambitious ſort of People, only va- 
Juable in their Conceits, and now Herd with the Zacobits 
only to reduce us into a State of Anarcy. 

Some Men through Ignorance might imbibz Notions, 


of Diſobedience, as othcrs think itlawful upon extraor- 
dinary Ocwaſions, where Sic Yolo ſic Zuber is a Law, and; 
the King's Will is made the Political Standard but fora 
man of mr. Stephens's Leatning, to Preach up the Do- 
Arine of Reſiſtance in a time of Peace, when there is no 
occaſion to blow the. Coals, when we have a King of 
our ownchoice, whomthe Nation intirely Love and Ho- 
nour, as being a Yaliant and: Brave Prinee, undoubtedly 
the greateſt Hero: of his Age, and has a Soul large enough! 
to Animate more than theree Kingdoms, wasſuch an Un- 
generous, Daſtardly, and creeping Innuendoagainſt him, 
and carricd ſucha rude threatning of His Majeſty, if he 
ſhould happen to diſoblige the Fattion, that the Preacher 
ought ro be treated with a Scory, and Contempt, anfwer- 
ablerothe Baſenchs of the Enterprize: Since he cannot but 
know, that the Dettrines of Paſſwve Obedignce and Non-Reſt- | 
flance in theit juſt Latitude, and Evangelical Importance, + 


-, are Truths as Sacred as any other Humane Duty in the * 
- Bible, and without the Belief and Praftice of it, the * 


World 
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'" Preactd before the Hoſe if Commons, 
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$\ ment could ask for our future Veace and Happineſs: When there are a9 
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World will be no better than a Szvage Wilderneſs, and 
a Habjitation of rt Tygers in Humane Shape, 


Rending and Devourir&, Wie another. . 
To accompliſh thiswikked End muſt needs bethegreat 
Deſign of our Popular Orator ;for tho' he fo fc 
rangu'd about the rremendous, Conlequences of e 
- Ubedience,. he ſtudiouNly conceal'd the faral Confequences 
of Rebellion, which will be ever found to be more Dura- 

'able and miſchievous. Thijs St. Pau! well knew, and 
therefore founded this important and Inviolable Dury, 

- ypon Reaſonsrhat are perperual and unalterable,asname- 

. ly, thatthe Supream Magiltrate'isthe Ordinance of God; 

- His Power is ordain'd of God ; He is the Miniſter of the 
great Immutable God, and not of the Giddy and Capri- 
cions Multicyde: Now theſe Reaſons hold good equally 
at all times,ſubſiſt under all the Alterations of the World 
are the ſame now in England thatthey were herctofore ar 
Rome, and conſequently the Duty of Obedience mult be 

« the fame; Yeſterday, co Day, and for ever. And yer 
what pains has mr. Stephens taken to 1effen ,if not incau- 
rave (by flant Strokes) che Crying and Diabolical Sin of 
Reb: ion, which is fo Dangerous, aud infinitely encroach-' 
ing, that if.it be not ſtifled in its Seed and Principle,* it will when kind- 
led bid defiance to all Contronl, and run along like an irreſiſtible Con- 
flagratioi!: And tho' the Preacher employ'd all his Art in Mincing and, 
Palliating the Matter, 'twill be fougd a Maxime of Eternal Varity, that 

whoſoever gives Power to any Subſ&cts to riſe'up againſt a Good King 

or Preach itup as lawful ſo to do,. gives Licenſe to others to re-a&t the 

ſame doleful Tragedy which the whole Land mourns for every Thirceth 


of Fanuary. 
The Preachersnext D&fi 


was to aſſert the Liberty of the Subjefs, an 


purpoſe he infited upon that Topick now, whea bleſſed be God ye have, // 


a Prince that neither does, nor intends toinfringe our [7 ex ; 0FDe «| 
prive us of our Rights, but has given us all che Legal SXuritiesa Parlia» * \ 


Complaints tha our Kjgh:s are Invaded, our Prozerties Ufurped,” or 


gur Ltherties Intringed, and the whole Nation fit under their own Viges 
. Wn” / 
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excellent thing when Honeſtly uſed,aadPeaceably intended ; but toayhat x -e 
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in Peaceand Tranquility, I cannot* imagine, unleſs he i ntended to In. 


trovuce 2 Be/luine Liberty, for Mento fay and do what they pleaſe: A | 


Liberty oi aj-0nting the Gove of improving and pradtiſin 
upon invented Fears and Poſſibilities, 1ey have brought us into Val- 


falage to thei: own Party. 
Sw to Antidote this Yenome, and to ſhield our ſelves from the 


r ang Deluſion, ſo artificially Infinuated by our Bifarious Predi- 
cator, 1s to judge of the Deſigrfs by rhe Meg that promotes them ; for 
all the Arts imployed by our Enemies, tho never {o cunning]y diſguiſed, 
are but the Sly Impoſitions of Cunning Knaves, to adyance their own 
Party : -And therefore when we ſee ilt Men takeup a fit of pretended 
Zeal, and Kindneſs for their Country, ard appear hetter Nazured than 
conſiſts with their Princip!2s and avowed Intereſts, 'tis time to ſuſpett a 
Fraud, and weigh their Words with their Prafices, before we belies: 
them further than conſiſts, with the ſafety of the Governme:t, for the 


_ { Men and their Deſigns can never be parted. . 


Liberty 1s the greateſt Glory of a People + yet if it be not bounded 
by the Laws of Reaſons and Religion, *tis the greateſt Makebate in the 
World: and tends dire&ly to the Ruine of every Community, by the 
known Rule,Thar the beſt things corrupted te:ome th? worſt. Liberty perver- 


+ ted into Contention for Superiority, is but Trapanning and Detuding 


Men into Slavery ; Catching them with Words, and decoying them 1n- 


to Nets and Snates: *'Twas the Aﬀectation of this, that made our 1} 
firſt Parents Rebel agaipſt God, and prompted Seditious Men, to Re- ' 


bel againſt his Vicegerents on Earth : 'Twasa Sin of this Completion, 
that occaſion'd the Unparallel'd Murther of Charles 'the Firſt, for 


which our Land mouras ag this very Day, and which feems like the : 


ficſt Tranſgreflion,»to continue a laſting Curſe and Debt upon Poite. 
rity. 


_Another Obliging Inſtance: of his Dear Reſpects 


to Monarchy, was Inveſting the Sovereign and Supream | 


Power in the People,\and how that conſiſts with his 
Duty as a Subje&, or with his Repeated Oathsas a 
Elergyman, I leave him to Confideg, and. Repent - of, 


& - \ leaſt he falls under an Ecclefiaftical Cenure alſo. 


* . Sure Mr. Stephens when he was advancing the Ima- 
ginary PowAof the People, thought he was Preaching 
at Wootton-Under-Edge in Glouceſterſhire, where he 
as'd to Vend theſe Populer Notions bf mo 
| | A «(pin 
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f with now and then a Gird at the Eftabliſh'd Church, 
- to makehis Diſcourſe more Palatable to the Carers 
- and Spiners, and notin*St, Margaret's Church at 


Weſtminfler, whoſe Anditors were not accuftor 
ſuch Diſloyal and Republican Diſcourſes, till 
Ears were Violated by this Impoſter, who cou 
fign nothing but milcheif by its for in a Monarchi- 


cal Government, God's Viceverency ought not to be. * 


delegated to any other Head but.what is Anointed, 
t or unaccountably ſcattered amonz the Multitude: 

or as Dividing a Power which 1s only lafe by be- 
ing Intire, derogates from the King's SUPremacy 3 
o it is deftructiveto the Peoples Liberty, as it Jaroxi- 


_ Fates them, and makes them ſtagaer from one Form 


f Governihenr to another, tiil their Diviſions, as a 
Puniſhment for their Fickleneſs, finks them at laſt 
nder an Abſolute Monarchy. 

| This Pretence of Exalting a Popular Power, could 
ave no other Aim in the Preacher, than to create 


they cannot allay the falſe tears they are decoyed 
to, without Unductiful Reſentments: So the” King: 
cannot brook Competitors in Power and Prerogativez 
nd therefore the Preacher in paying the Infertor 
hiember againſt the Head, could have ng deſign 

t the Deſtruction of the whole Body - For this is 
1 Infalliable Maxime, That they who endeavour t0 
mit Kings, rather thau theniſebvers are laymg As 

tion of Slavery and Cinfuſion. O 

One Argument our Caſe-harden'd Predicant _ 
uſe of, to proye the Power was in the People, was 
EY 4 A from 


ealouſies berween the King aud his People : For as. 


from Fethro's Adviſing Myſes to Eaſe himſelf; by ap- 
pouting Inferiour Magiſtrates to Hear and Deter- 


mine lefler Differences among the People: Which- 
eo poittive Contradiction to what he was ad- 


— - 


V , that in the whole Bok of God, hecould not 
havETound an Inſtance more directly Oppoſrte to his * 
Notion, than the Abſolute Anthority that Moſes exer- 
cis'd over the Tribes of Iſrael: And at this nd wiſe 
Man will wonder, for Scripture is fo much out of 
our Preachers way, as he never Blunders more, as 
when he thinks to ſupport his ſinking cauſe from / 
thoſe Sacred Oracles z ſo that unleſs heacquit him 
ſelf better fo: time to come, than he cither did at St 
Mary le B»w, Jan 30. 1693. or at St, Margaret 
Weſtminſter, Jan. 30.1699. he will ſcarce be capabl 
of any bettzr Preferment,han Chaplain in Ordina 
to the Calves-Head Club, that Feaſt, and Rejoice, 1h 
Memory of the moſt Barbarons Murder that the Sun 
..ever ſaw or Men or Devils were capable of commit; 
| Ing. | 
Sermons generally beget or loſe their Eſteem, by 
their being ſuted, or running Counter to the'Occalt- 
on for which they were intended, 8 how our Pres 
cher acquitted himſelf in this particular, is apparent, 
It was a Day of Humiliation for the Murder of 4 
King by Rebellious Subjefs, & inſtead of humbly per- 
{wading his Auditorsto be Zealous in the Diſcharge 
of that Duty, he Preaches up the exploded Opinzons 
that were f 0 Occafions of that Bloody Tragedy, a 
« Lawleſs Liberty, and the pretended Power of the 
People began the War, Murdered the King, and 
ER — 
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before the Houſe of Commons, Jan. 30. It 
brought the Nation under a Cruel and Barbarous 
Vaſlalage to the Meaneft of their Fellow Subjects, 


 andhis knowing the ſame Cauſes will for ever pro- 


he inſifec vpon on the Thirtieth 6f Fanuary, 

on nothing like a Chriſtzan, or indeed a Man, 

is wretched ſelf, could have plaid the Byffoon and 
Incendiary at fo malicious a rate, upon fo Solemmn and 
Sad an Occaſion, as brought together that Auguft 
Aſſembly before whom ne Preach'd ; tho' as another 
Specimen of his Defence, he was pleaſed, for Rea- 
{ons beſt known to himſelf, to omit praying for the 
Parliament, and every Branch of the Royal Family, 
which I believe, was ſcarce omited upon that Day 
by any Preacher in England beſides himſelf. 

But it ſeerns our Preacher's great Deſizn, was, to 
Preach down the Obſervation of the Day; and therefore _ 
unfſtead of Declaiming againſt thoſe Black Counſels 
and Accurfed Prattices, which finiſh'd the laſt part of 
this Bleed Morarchi's Tragedy, and liumbly per- 
ſwading his TWuſtrioss 4uditory, as the RepreſentatH 
ves of the Nation, to be moſt Induſtrouily Watch- 
ful, that the ſame Chimerica! Deſigns and Antomon- 
archical Principles, which then Infoired ſo many Ill 
Ven, Miſled ſo many Good Men, and coſt a Good / 
Kmg ſo Dear ; might once more Rivire, and Infi- 
nate themſelves again, undcr.the fine, or Newer, 
and Graftier Diſniſes, and find an ogportunity to 


duce the ſame Effects, made theſe the main ther 
o- 
des 


, attempt the like Miſchiefs, he would have perſwad- 
ed lis Honourable Auditors, That the Obſervation , © | 


of tlis Faſt, whi#h has always bees, Religioully ob- 
| A4 58 ſerved 
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ſer7. 1 by all Pliaments, ſhould be uttzrly Aholi- 
ſhed- and Race out of ths Englzſh Calender. 

A vold & Preſumptious Undertaking, to Dictate 
to that 1F;ſ> aud Honourgble Aſſembly; and whillt he 
wag forming his part of the Oftic2 appointed for 
the ay, to declaim againft the Ovofervatior of it: 
Leaſt Guilty Conſcieaces ſhould be 4:{turb'd, Dy 
the Remembrance of this Eternz! Reprozch, winch 
though an Indempnity has Pardoned, no Oblivion 
will ever be able to Deface, is ſo unaccountable, 
that, none but !:imſelf can affign a Reaſon for ! 

What could Mr. Stephens read in the Faces of 
theſe Wiſe and Loyal Senators, that could tempt 
him to ſach- an Extfavagant Conceit, that they 
would harken to ſuch an Infamous Propoſal? What 
one thing have they ever done that might Counten- 
ance (uch'a Preſumption, that none but a Man of 


Mr. Stephens's Forehead durſt have offer'd to a Par-' 


 Jiament, without expeRing to be made-an Example 
to Pofterity ? 2 | 
. Had our Preſumptuous and ſazcy Holder-Forth 
Hut conſulted with our Engliſh Hiftory, he might 
have found that a Parliainef had the Memory of 
Gharles the Firſt in -ſuch a great Eſteem, that they 


Voted Seventy Thouſand Puund to build him 4 


Monument, «ad to pay, the Charge of Removing 


his Body from Windjor to Weft- 

meinſter * by which it appears, pil. Fu. Defence, 

that the whole Kingdom thought — Þ- 202 : 

nothing too much for expiating 

the Guilt, and Honouring the Mempry of Fu Xs 
CelGnt 
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ted: And thy! the Bilt did not paſs for the Mons- 
ment, 'yet the ſame Parliament had done another 


thing before, which in ſpight of all Mr. Szephens's ' 


Arguments againſt it, may out-laſt all of that Kind 
in Weftm;nfter, or ellewherein the whole Nation, viz. 
Enacted, That the Oay of that hozrid- Parricive. 
be obierved as a ſolemn Faſt through the whols 
Kingdomfo2 ever. And doubtleiscould they ave tore- 
ſeen, that any Perſon would have taken -tlie Conk- 
dence to Aſperſe his Memory, or to have given Rea- 
. ſons for the Non Obſervance of this Faſt, it would 
have been Voted no leſs Treaſonable that his Mur- 
der. But let us hear Mr. Stephens's Reaſons for its 
Abolition. - And the firſt was, 

Becauſe it creates Animoſities among the People z 
which is a very weak Argument, ſince the very 4bo- 
lition of the Faſt would have furniſh'd them with a 
Subject to keep up the Popular Animoſities, greater 
than ever the Obſervativn of the Day can pretend 
to. In which no queſtion but Mr. Stepzns will 
have his Share, for endeavouring to qbliterate the 
/ Remembrance and Deteſtation of a Crime, that the 

Wiſdom of the Nation have 'Enafted to continue for 
ever, and peradventure he may live to be pointed 
at in theStreets, ſaying, That is the Man that Attemp- 
ted to put down the Antverſary Faſt for the Mardey cf 
Charles the Firſt, and by «this means like Eroſtr.otus 
may be remembred till Time ſhall be-no more ; be- 
fides,; could our Preacher have obtain'd kis end, ar 
almoſt Twenty Years Rebell;i-n, with the Miſerios, 

. Cala» 


cellent Prince, which had been ſo Barbarouſly trea- 
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will for ever keep up Animoſjties, tho' there were 
no ſuch Day in the Calender as the 30th of Fanua- 
79: And therefore with Reſpe&t to Mr. Stephens's 


ProjeR, I think the beſt way to extinguiſh the Me- 


mory of that Guilty Day, Is to abhor and Utterly for- 
ſake the Principles, that prompted Il Men to Gommit 
fo Inhuman and Barbarons a Crime; for as long as 
Men will be Arraigning Governments, Trampling 
upon the Power of Kings, and- making all publick 
Diſtractions, concur in making way to their beloy- 
ed Tyranny and Uſurpation, others will upon better 
grounds Reply, That God is making Inquiſition for 
Blood,and that the'Marder of our late Sovereign is 
Required, and Viſited upon this preſent Generation. 
Another Re1fon affigned by our Pregcher for the 
Non-Obſervance of this Day of Humiliation, was, be- 
cauſe ail the Bloody Actors in that Fatal Stroke 
were Dead, and the Memory of their Crimes ought 
to be Buried with them: Which Argument is as 
Weak and Feeble as the Other, unleſs he . could 
prove, That the Principles by which thoſe Regici- 
des Aﬀted, were as ſurely Damn'd to all Eternity, 
as the Aurhors of them are Nead: For till then, 
the Faſt ought to continue, like a Buſh ſtuck up by 
a Charitable Travelier in a Quick-Sand, to Warn 
Men of the Sin and Danger, which thoſe 111 Men 
by eſpouſing II Principles, were led into; for, as I 
have ſaid before, what has bzen done, may be done 


again, and the fame Cauſes will for ever produce | 


the ſame Eltedts. 


No w 


Calamities and Deſolations that accompanied Us, 


\ 


4 


i 


f Now to ſhew that theſe Accurſed Principles are 


oO 


at preſent more predominant than they were 1642 ; 


which I can aſcribe to nothing but the Looſeneſs 


and Irreligion of the Age, I wouldask Mr. Stephens, 
Whether the Commonwealth Party are not now more 
Numerous, Inſolent, and ſince they joyn'd with the 

acobites mor formidable too, than in any King's: 

eign whatſoever? And alſo I would know, Whe- 
ther they do not take the ſame Methods, to Under. 
mine the Preſent Gouernment under Wrll:;an the 
Third, as their Predeceſſors did under his Royal 


, Grandfather Gharles the Firſt > And I heartily With 


this Evil be not ſo long neglected tell it be grown 
paſt Redreſs, or Cure. | | 


Are not ' our Republican Scriblers the Common Authors of all th: 
Virulent Pamphlets againſt the Government? Who by Reporting 
what is Falſe, and Preverting what is True, are forcing Unſteady 
Men upon the Rock, on which their Fathers were Shipwrackr. . 

Has not a Bold Rennigado Iriſh Popiſh Prieſt Written Milton's Life, 
who Vindicated- the Murder of the. Lord's * Anointed, and gives that 
Wretch many high Elogiums, that once occafion'd ſeveral Hours L e- 


F bates in the Houſe of Commons: Whether he ſhould not be Hang'd tor 
[ what he had Written, in Juſtification of that Abominable Parricid-; 


and had ſome of his Now Admired Books Burnt by the Hands of the- 
Common Hangman. ; 

Are not all that Vile Man's Works now Revrin:ed > And for fear 
they ſhould not de Miſchief enough that way, Is not an Abrulamer: 
of the moſt Poyſonous Paſſuge,put all together jn the Account of. his T ife > 

And which 1s no leſs obfervable than all*the reſt ; Are nor all theie 
Colleions made by a Prieſt in Romiſh Orders? And who, tor ought 
we know, tho' he AQts the Part of a Repyblican, may be a Remiſh &m- 
miſfary, ſent hither on purpoſe to Embroyl our Aﬀairs, and to Divide 
us amon$ our Selyes, toat at laſt we may become aPrey to 5c Conz- 
mon Enemy otaur Nation and Rehlipton ; for this is but the Oid Game 
Renewed, and *'twould be a Wonder, while ſome are Rendinz or 
Government to pieces, if the Papi/ts ſhould nor have their Wolves ia 
Sheeps Cloathing among us, to haſten our Ruine, 


Further 
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Oceana, in every Hand >, And isany thing ly 7 nor&as Cal ex 
Clubs of Commonwealths Men, who Night)y, Aﬀerible to promoter 
Intereſt > Which, I think; if ſeriouſly confidered, there is-as muck 
ſon' now as ever,- to Antidgte this Infeftion, and ndt tc 
P 
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*X in his Intolerable Impertinencies, 4 Wot, | 
But ro turn the 'Tables npon Mr. Stephens, who ſuffer d himſelf FP +4 
made a Property for the Service of.a Faction,; there can'be no greiten 
Argiment, That the Republicans are very buſe.n ſetting 'upMlieri vodF 
Old Cauſe, than what relates to himſelf : For ſame otghis Party, a5dd M4 
as he had leave to Preach before the Honourable Hofiſe of Commons? 
Induftriouſly ſpreading a Report, What Wonders Miter Stephens ON! d WL 
perform, in Order to Qnaſh the Obſervation of the Faſt.upon the Fhir-FÞ 
tieth of Fanuary. . _ - 
He fold the Copy. ef his Sermon to a Bookſeller, before it wasPy Og 
ched, as I am” Credibly Informed, for Five and Twenty Pounds: Fats 
fetch'd and Dear bought, are only fit for-Ladies and Commonwealths? 
Men, who never ſtick at the Price of any thing that may be ſerviceable, 
fo their Faftion, which if the Bookſeller is not well affured of, heha$ 
certainls catch'd a Tartar ; for never Man heard of ſuch ar Extravagant 
* Rategiven for a Single Sermon, which can only make him amends byes 
\Badneſs of it. But now as Matters are Circumſtantiated, and the Prea*% 
cher finds himſelf miſtaken 1» the Strength of his Fa6tion, it mayo fink=Wi- 
the Value of his Sermon, that likethe reſt of their RepubY'ran Pamphlets, 2 
it muſt at laſt be Printed hy a Contribution. «7 » 4 "YT. 
Thus have I as Briefly as I_could, Animadverted upon this Twes| 
handed Sermon, in which Thad been more particular, but for twoREans' 7 
Firſt, Becauſe that Reverend;Pious, and Learned Prelate, HiSTrace:$ 
the Lord Arc'biſhop of Tork, Preached the fame Day, and upaa the! 
ſame Text, before the Right Honourible the Houſe of Lords, in Weſt- 
min{ter. Abby ; and the Lords haying defired His Graceto Print His Ser-- 
mon, you will find in that Diſcourſe the Duty. enjoyn'd. in the'TexFN 
and the Religious Obſervation of the Day , Reſcued; from the Iniperv * 
tinent, Clandeſtine, and Dpngerous Surmiſes-of Mr# Stevens.” 95324 
Secondly, Becauſe the *Honoutable the {Houſe of Commons, before. 
whom his Sermot.was Preached hive ſhew4 tharReſentments'of it 


in a+ Vote and Reſolve worthy of Themſelyes and Eternal RemengÞ, 


brance.. To which I refer you. 


FINIS. 
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